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The	Afghan	diaspora	 is	not	a	homogenous	entity.	While	 the	Afghan	diaspora	has	spread	
globally	 and	 enriched	 societies	 worldwide,	 some	 members	 of	 the	 diaspora	 may	 still	
consider	themselves	to	live	in	exile,	retaining	homes	and	close	ties	to	their	homeland.	In	
Germany,	 specifically,	 the	Afghan	 diaspora	 officially	 numbers	 419,000	Afghans	who	 are	
registered	as	resident	aliens	(ansässige	Ausländer:innen).	Afghans	with	dual	citizenship	are	
not	included	in	this	tally,	nor	are	the	second-	and	third-generation	Afghan-Germans	born	in	
Germany.	Those	with	unofficial	 “exile”	standing,	who	hold	 temporary	residence	permits,	
student	 or	 researcher	 visas,	 or	 possess	 other	 forms	 of	 tenuous	 migration	
status,	likewise	may	be	considered	part	of	the	Afghan	diaspora,	albeit	uncounted,	less	well	
recognized,	and	less	readily	heard.	It	is	to	these	Afghan	exiles	who	practice	non-violence	in	
their	resistance	to	the	Taliban,	as	well	as	to	the	growing	Afghan	diaspora,	that	the	Afghans	
in	Exile	Conference	wishes	to	give	voice.	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



  

 

Program	
	
	
Friday,	January	24,	2025	
	
14:00	–	15:00	 Registration	
	
15:00	–	15:10		 	 Welcome	Address	

Prof.	 Dr.	 Vanessa	 Agnew	 (Academy	 in	 Exile,	 TU	 Dortmund	
University)	

	
15:10	–	15:30		 	 Welcome	Remarks	

Dr.	 Frangis	 Dadfar	 Spanta	 (Academy	 in	 Exile,	 TU	 Dortmund	
University)	

	
15:30	–	17:00	 Panel	1	

Afghans	in	Exile:	An	Introduction	
Moderation:	 Dr.	 Annika	 Schmeding	 (Royal	 Netherlands	
Academy	of	Arts	and	Sciences,	University	of	Amsterdam)	

	
Challenges	for	the	current	Afghan	diaspora	in	Germany		
Prof.	 Dr.	 em.	 Michael	 Daxner	 (War	 Studies,	 University	 of	
Potsdam)	
	
Afghan	scholars	in	Germany:	challenges	and	opportunities	to	
use	their	skills	in	Germany	and	Afghanistan		
Dr.	 M.	 Baqer	 Zaki	 (Institute	 of	 Sociology,	 University	 of	
Education	Freiburg)		
	
Female	 academia	 under	 Taliban	 rule	 inside	 and	 outside	
Afghanistan		
Sajia	Behgam	(PROFfm	project	at	Faculty	of	Social	Work	and	
Health,	Frankfurt	University	for	Applied	Sciences;	“Border	
Studies”,	Goethe	University	Frankfurt)	

	
17:00	–	17:15		 	 Break	
	
17:15	–	18:00		 	 Keynote	

Exile	 as	 collective	 experience:	 Women's	 struggles	 and	 human	
rights	advocacy	in	exile	
	
Mariam	Meetra	(Research	Fellow,	Institute	for	Communication	
and	Media	Studies,	Leipzig	University)		



  

 

	 	 	 	 Q&A	
	

18:00	–	19:00		 	 Dinner	Buffet	
	
19:00	–	20:30		 	 Afghan	Classical	Music	Performance	

Nesar	Ahmad	Attaie	(rubab	player)	and	Zaher	Michael	Wahab	
(tabla	player)	

	
Poetry	Reading		 	
	
Moderation:	Susanne	Koelbl	(DER	SPIEGEL)	
	
Anastasiia	Dunaieva	
Shahzamir	Hataki		
	
Afghan	Classical	Music	Performance	
Nesar	Ahmad	Attaie	(rubab	player)	and	Zaher	Michael	Wahab	
(tabla	player)	
	

	
Saturday,	January	25,	2025	
	
10:30	–	12:00	 Panel	2:		

Gender	Roles	in	Exile	Versus	in	Afghanistan	
Moderation:	 PD	 Dr.	 Andrea	 Fleschenberg	 dos	 Ramos	 Pinéu,	
(Transregional	Southeast	Asian	Studies,	Humboldt	University	
Berlin)	

	
Navigating	 displacement:	 Transforming	 gender	 roles	 and	
tackling	economic	and	social	challenges	in	exile	
Suraya	 Pakzad,	 (Afghan	women’s	 rights	 activist,	 Voice	 of	
Women)	
	
Masculinity	and	Afghans	in	the	diaspora		
Dr.	Rohullah	Amin	 (Sociology,	Helmut-Schmidt	University	
Hamburg)	
	
New	gender	roles	in	exile	and	the	LGBTIQ+	movement	in	the	
EU		
Artemis	Akbary	(Afghanistan	LGBTIQ+	Organization)	
	
Gender	 and	 complicity	 with	 hegemonic	 masculinity	 in	
Afghanistan:	insights	from	a	post-conQlict	context	



  

 

Dr.	 Sayed	 Mahdi	 Mosawi	 (Alwaleed	 Fellow	 in	
Contemporary	 Muslim	 Societies	 in	 a	 Globalised	 World,	
Alwaleed	Centre,	The	University	of	Edinburgh)		

	
12:00	–	13:30		 	 Lunch		
	
13:30	–	15:00	 Panel	3:		

Tandem	Teaching	Project:	Afghanistan	and	the	Arts	
	 Moderation:	 Kira	 Heetpaß	 (Academy	 in	 Exile,	 TU	 Dortmund	

University)	
	

The	evolution	of	women’s	rights	to	education	in	Afghanistan	
through	Photography		
Mahnaz	Malistany	(Academy	in	Exile	fellow)	
	
Art	as	a	catalyst	for	human	rights	in	Afghanistan		
Hijratullah	Sali	(Academy	in	Exile	fellow)	
	
The	responsibility	of	the	federal	government	towards	Afghan	
women	after	the	Taliban	take	over	
Najibullah	Malikzada	(Coordination	Oflice	for	Civil	Society,	
Federal	Admission	Program	Afghanistan)	
	
Teaching	 on	 ‘Unfolding	 Afghanistan	 in	 a	 globalized	world’:	
Experiences	and	ReQlections	
Dr.	Sayed	Mahdi	Mosawi	(Alwaleed	Fellow	in	Contemporary	
Muslim	 Societies	 in	 a	 Globalised	World,	 Alwaleed	 Centre,	
The	University	of	Edinburgh)	

	
15:00	–	15:30		 	 Conclusion	and	Outlook	
	 	 	 	 Dr.	Frangis	Dadfar	Spanta		
	
15:30	–	16:00		 	 Refreshments	and	Networking	


